
 

Prayer Prompter 
“My house shall be called a house of 

prayer for all nations.” 
Mark 11:17 

Berean Baptist Church 

Leadership Team 
• Pastor Mike Eleveld- Pray for Pastor Mike and Diane as they prepare for Pre-

Field Ministry with GAP.  Pray for their application process with ABWE.  Pray 
that the Lord will provide for their needs once they are off Berean’s payroll on 
October 31.  Pray earnestly for the sale of their home, Diane’s car, and for 
Pastor to find someone to take over the lease of his car. 

• Pastor Will Davis- serving at South Baptist of Flint in interim ministry. 
• Pastor Steve Nichols– Thanks for your prayers as we take Cynthia to college at 

BBC in Clarks Summit, PA.  We will be returning on Sunday, August 24. 
• Pastor Jon McGinnis- Please pray for the start up of the fall activities for the 

church and the youth and for our students heading back to school. 
• Pastor Don Filcek- Please pray for good balance during this transition 

time. Also, pray for several needs for teachers and helpers in the Fall Sunday 
School and Children’s Church programs. 

• Amy Brown- Please pray for Amy as she is on vacation this week. Pray that she 
will have a restful time with family. 

• Pulpit Committee-Please pray for the following men as they gather resources 
and recruit church members to serve on the Search Committee: Dick Tyler-
Chair, Bill Benefiel, Jerry Davis, Ray Lord & Jonathan Rock. 

 

Pray for our Ministries 
 

 AWANA  Please pray as we begin preparations for the new year.  
   There are openings for workers in every Club.  If you feel  
   led to help meet this ministry need,  

 August 20, 2008 



Pray for the Sick & Hospitalized 
◊ Francis Conner had surgery last week and is home recovering. 
◊ Kerry Duncan’s leg remains a concern. Please pray for healing. 
◊ Betty Teesdale’s sister-in-law has a reoccurrence of cancer. 
◊ Joyce Boubelik recovering at home. 
◊ Please pray for Amy Brown’s father, he has serious health concerns. 
◊ Thema Bennett has a cancerous tumor on her kidney and is awaiting a date for 

surgery. 
◊ Laurel Barrett, Sue Scharp, Ken Mannes, Margaret Harris & Dr. Bower are 

receiving treatment for cancer. 
◊ Ron & Jan Campbell’s daughter-in-law, Ana Campbell, suffers from migraine 

headaches. She has been diagnosed with Trigeminal neuralgia and has extreme 
shooting pains through the face and can cause paralysis in the face. Please pray 
for Ana and her husband, Bruce. 

◊ Joyce Hampton is seeing a specialist. Please pray for an accurate diagnosis and 
proper treatment. 

 

Praise God for 
D An excellent and safe adult canoe trip where we experienced the wonders of 

God’s beautiful creation in Algonquin, Canada (lakes, rivers, islands, wildflowers, 
moose, a huge turtle dubbed “Seymour”, fried lake fish, sweet Christian 
fellowship, etc.).   

 
Pray for Other Needs 

◊ Becky Hermanson will be part of a medical missions orthopedic surgery team to 
Honduras in October. 

◊ People looking for work: Lynne Potter & Valentina Velkov 
◊ Wyoma Schuyler, Laura Denton, the Wooleys, the Elevelds and the Filceks 

all need to sell their homes. 
◊ HeartLIFE-  Praise the Lord for providing a teacher for the 5th Grade class. We 

still have an URGENT need for a 4th Grade teacher.  Please contact Amy Brown 
if you are interested in serving in this ministry. 

◊ Ron Teesdale is forming a team of police officers to visit Costa Rica in 
February. Please pray for the team as it is formed. 

 
 

Featured Activities for this Week 
  
Saturday, AUG 23 @ 2:00 pm Baby Shower for Dianna Walters 
Sunday, AUG 24 @ 11:30  Jr. & Sr. High Parent Potluck/Informational Meeting 
Sunday - PM    Kids Summer Music Program    
      
 



 
     In 1980, the Lord clearly directed us to Norway to 
begin a ministry of establishing independent, Bible 
believing Baptist churches.  We knew immediately that 
we needed a permanent facility in order to meet regularly 
and develop discipleship and outreach ministries.  We 
did not envision the difficulty we would encounter in a 
country that has a strong Lutheran State Church.  After 
22 years, we were able to permanently rent a building 
that was able to meet all of our immediately needs.  One 
of our goals was to get the International Baptist Church 
registered as an independent church in Norway.  This 
was finally accomplished and today has all the legal 
rights as a recognized church.    We also spent several    

Jack & Marilyn Slough 
ABWE/USA 

Calvary Baptist Church - Boonville, Indiana 

Years as a liaison between the tax authorities and ABWE.  Until ABWE recognized 
Norway’s extremely high taxes in 2000 and the burden it placed on the ABWE 
missionaries, all missionaries struggled to make ends meet in this economy.  Norway 
fluctuates between the top 3 cost of living countries in the world.  In spite of these 
difficulties, God built His church.  The building is fully furnished.  The auditorium seats 
250 in addition to 3 offices and 8 classrooms, a 450 book library and state of the art 
audio visual equipment.  All to the Glory of God! 
      In February, 2005, Marilyn was operated upon for a non-malignant brain tumor.  If 
left untreated, she would go blind in a short period of time.  However, Marilyn came 
out of surgery totally blind.  3 days later, the Lord in His graciousness, gave Marilyn 
3% vision in her right eye.  Praise the Lord.  After completing a couple of years of 
follow up in Norway, and after much prayer, we determined that the Lord was 
changing our direction away from Norway to a ministry closer to home and a medical 
system that would meet our future needs.  After much prayer, we determined that the 
Lord was directing us to come alongside Dave Stevenson in Boonville, IN, until Dave 
retires in early 2009 and then bringing the church back to a self-supporting status.  
Our goal is to have this church totally independent of mission help within the next two 
years.   
     We want to thank you for your faithful support over the past years.  It is wonderful 
to know that you are not just giving financially but also praying for us.  We must admit, 
at this period in our life, this is not what we envisioned as we come close to 
retirement.  But we are convinced that this is God’s plan and our entire desire and 
purpose is to serve and please Him.  Please remember to pray for our support base.  
Many churches do not embrace the vision to support “home missions” and have 
dropped our support.  Others have substantially reduced the amount of support.  We 
find ourselves about $1000.00 under supported per month.  Please pray for this need. 
 



Bill & Sue Spoelhof - Brazil (ABWE) 
     God and prayer go together; to neglect one is to neglect the other. 
Praise: 
D Inaugural service for New Life Baptist Community, July 6, was a great blessing, 

with 140 in attendance and 4 decisions. 
Pray: 
D Organizing small groups and studies which will begin in August/September. 
D Wisdom in planning direction for all church ministries through the end of the year. 
D For safety as Bill will be traveling and Sue stays in Bauru. 
 
Gil & Denise Thomas - Portugal (ABWE) 
     Our daughter Andrea continues to have chest pains, high heart rates, and 
arrhythmias.  August 14 she had another appointment to determine the next step. 
During August and September we are doing much in our home church, Suncoast 
Baptist Church in New Port Richey, FL.   
     I’ve been invited to teach at the Asia Pacific Missions Congress in Malaysia in 
October.  The potential for impact through this conference is significant since leaders 
from all over Asia will be in attendance.  Please pray that God will prepare us and use 
us mightily for Him. 
     In November I will be going to Portugal.  The trip has three purposes:  1) take a 
family that is considering missions in Portugal on a survey trip, 2) lead the Strategic 
Planning Meetings of our Missionary/National Pastor Team; 3) participate in the 
Annual Thanksgiving Retreat of the Field Council.  Please pray with us for a fruitful, 
God-honoring visit. 
     Since we are in the States helping Andrea work through her heart issues, we are 
available to report/challenge your people about missions.  We would like to visit your 
church and report.  From now until May we are available.  Or, if you don’t feel you 
need to see us at this time, that’s fine, too. 
     One more thing in relation to our being in the States for furlough:  our support.  We 
are currently $754.08 under supported, primarily because of the weakening dollar. 
 
Steve & Sue Mayo - Australia (ABWE) 
     Thank you for praying for us.  We had an excellent holiday - returning to our 
ministries refreshed and energetic.  Here’s how you can pray for us in the month 
ahead. 
Fellowship Forum - We meet to talk informally about future plans.  Included in this is 
the introduction of a proposed constitution, which would allow us to become 
incorporated.  Please pray for unity. 
Outreach Emphasis - Another purpose of our Fellowship Forum is to generate ideas 
and commitments for a special evangelistic thrust.  A couple ideas already put forward 
are skate park evangelism and a dessert concert.  Pray for boldness and good team 
work. 
The Future Revealed! - On Aug 24, we begin a series of messages on Sunday 
evenings that will take us through the book of Revelation.  We are distributing 
invitations in the community hoping to tap into curiosity about the end times.  Pray for 
unsaved visitors. 
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